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What is the GAT?

The General Achievement Test is a test of general knowledge and skills in these broad areas:

● Written communication and Numeracy skills
● Science and Technology
● Humanities and the Arts

If you’re enrolled in one or more VCE, or scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequence, you are expected 
to complete Section A and B of the GAT.

If you are enrolled in Senior VCE VM, you’re expected to complete Section A only, unless you 
are also enrolled in one or more VCE or scored VCE VET Unit 3–4 sequence.

Source: VCAA General Achievement Test: https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/Pages/Index.aspx

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/Pages/Index.aspx


Purpose of the GAT

GAT results:

● Ensure students can demonstrate they meet the Victorian Literacy and Numeracy 
Standards,

● Check that school-based assessments have been accurately delivered and assessed,
 

● Check that external assessments have been accurately assessed.







GAT EXPLAINED
What is the purpose of the GAT? How does it impact on VCE scores?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VBpuqnVpAGE


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSGkQl8o4nI


Purpose of the GAT

GAT results:

● Help calculate Derived Examination Scores

● The GAT can count towards a your VCE results – but only ever in a positive way

There is a close correlation between receiving good GAT results and academic 

achievement.

Source: VCAA General Achievement Test: https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/Pages/Index.aspx

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/Pages/Index.aspx


Importance of the GAT: What is an Adjusted Study Score?

Student Rank Original SAC Score (Internal) Adjusted SAC Score (internal) Exam Score (External)

A 1 90 95 95

B 2 85 90 90

C 3 83 89 89

D 4 80 78 74

E 5 70 74 78



How to Complete the GAT

Permitted and required materials
The following materials are permitted or required to sit the GAT:

• an English and/or bilingual printed dictionary may be used - BRING A 
DICTIONARY!!

• A thesaurus or a combined thesaurus-dictionary is not permitted
• a blue or black pen for the two Writing Tasks
• a pencil and eraser for responses on the Multiple-Choice Answer Sheet.
• a ruler to help you read graphs

• a scientific calculator is permitted in both sections of the GAT. 



Do students need to study for the GAT? 

Like any test, it is always best to be prepared, know what to expect and have some strategies 

for approaching the tasks and maximising your chances of success.

Make sure you complete a practice GAT over the next two weeks! 

• Submit writing tasks to your English teachers for feedback. 

• Use the answer sheets provided by VCAA to check your multiple choice questions.



Do students need to study for the GAT? (5.32mins – 7.12mins)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSGkQl8o4nI
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PART A: 9:30am – 11:45am

Section A: Literacy and numeracy skills

Section A is a literacy and numeracy assessment comprised of:

● a 2-part writing task – 30 minutes
● 50 numeracy multiple-choice questions – 45 minutes
● 50 reading multiple-choice questions – 45 minutes
~ 15 mins Reading + 2 hours writing ~ 

Part A GAT Sample
Let’s have a look at this section

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/Pages/SampleUnits.aspx


GAT SECTION A - WRITING TASK 1a and 1b
Example:
Part A (10 mins)
Write about how to ride safely for someone who is learning to ride an e-scooter.

•What kind of language and tone will you use to instruct and inform new riders?
•How will you make sense of the visual information presented in a coherent and intelligent way?

Part B (20 mins)
You have been asked to write a short guide for e-scooter riders which outlines why there are rules 
for riding e-scooters. You should refer to both the infographic and the article in your response.

•Formal language
•Clear structure relevant to the FORM - opinion piece, letter, speech
•Clear and compelling reasons for safety regulations that encourage riders to follow them.
•Intelligent use of the source material (you MUST refer to the resources/text provided to you).



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6mNMu3o_b0


PART B: 1:15pm – 3:00pm

Section B: General knowledge and skills

Section B is comprised of:
● an extended writing task – 30 minutes
● 25 mathematics, science and technology multiple-choice questions – 30 

minutes
● 25 arts and humanities multiple-choice questions – 30 minutes

~ 15 mins Reading + 90 mins writing ~

Part B GAT Sample 
Let’s see how this section has changed

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/pastGAT/Pages/index.aspx


While students may complete the tasks in any order it 

is suggested they complete the writing tasks first, 

then the multiple-choice questions. This would make 

the most effective use of the reading time. 

Section B - Writing Task 2

Take a moment to consider the material and directions for this writing 
task in your booklets.



Writing task 2

Write a point of view on the issue based on one or more of the statements. 

• Develop a clear contention
• Decide upon form - Speech, Essay, Debating Speech, Opinion Piece etc
• Build your arguments logically
• Support your Point of View 
• Use evidence and techniques
• Plan your paragraphs



Writing Task 2:

A high level response would demonstrate:

• Writer’s position and voice is clear throughout

• Demonstrates understanding of and elaboration upon the fundamental concepts involved 

in the issue

• Convincing arguments presented to support position

• Arguments are developed and supported with examples, anecdotes and evidence

• Coherent development of piece (intro, body, conclusion)

• Precise and skillful use of  language including vocabulary and punctuation 

• Be lively, engaging and interesting to read



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ktK1Laj95g


GAT WRITING TASK B
Another example of how to approach this task

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vnr2Mr4Jvww


Writing Task 2: What to do

Use connectives and transitions 
to give your work clarity and 
cohesion:



Multiple-choice questions

• Students should attempt every question – you don’t lose points for incorrect answers.

• Students need to use a pencil on the multiple-choice answer sheet. The instructions 

will show how to shade the boxes to indicate answers.

• The multiple-choice section begins with some single questions, with the rest divided 

into groups of questions or units. 

Each unit will offer one or more pieces of information and a number of questions about that 

information

See  Past GATS

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-test/pastGAT/Pages/index.aspx


TIPS for Multiple Choice Questions: Advice from ATAR NOTES

GAT PREPARATION – A BEGINNER’S GUIDE

By Lauren White in Easy Reading
17th of May 2016  

https://atarnotes.com/gat-preparation/

Reading comprehension and dealing with visuals

“For questions that require you to read a passage or look at a cartoon and then describe what the author 
is saying, there are some easy tricks you can use to maximise efficiency. For starters, do a quick skim of 
the material, and then read the questions! Then, go back, and take a closer look at the material. This will 
ensure that you’re on the lookout for the relevant information, rather than having to keep rereading 
sections until you work out what you’re meant to be doing.

Don’t be too quick to select an answer, either. Read them all, and don’t jump for one that seems ‘close 
enough’ on a first reading. You’re looking for the most correct option, and it may take a couple of 
rereadings before you find it.”

https://atarnotes.com/category/easy-reading
https://atarnotes.com/gat-preparation/


HOW TO APPROACH THE READING QUESTIONS

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KhH53k2ERQs


TIPS for Multiple Choice Questions: READING COMPREHENSION



TIPS for Multiple Choice Questions: Advice from ATAR NOTES

GAT PREPARATION – A BEGINNER’S GUIDE

By Lauren White in Easy Reading
17th of May 2016  

https://atarnotes.com/gat-preparation/

Maths and data interpretation

“If you’re not doing Maths in VCE, you’re still required to answer these questions, but they won’t have a big impact on 
the potential standardisation of your scores. But it pays to think of these kinds of questions as being ‘logic-based’ 
rather than ‘maths-based.’ They may involve ‘x’s and ‘y’s and ‘(n-1) x (n-2)’s, but you should quite easily be able to 
work out what’s going on.

And, as always, be sure to read the question carefully. There’s a big difference between ‘which of these statements 
is true,’ ‘which of these statements is the most true,’ and ‘which of these statements is not true.’

 DON’T SHADE IN THE WRONG BUBBLES! 

https://atarnotes.com/category/easy-reading
https://atarnotes.com/gat-preparation/


Your Turn:

• You may use the hard copies that we have provided for you as practice papers.

• There is no answer booklet as yet for the 2023 GAT 

• We do have a second practice set of GAT papers that do have a corresponding 

answer booklet. We have purchased these for use by St Bede’s Students.

• Your teachers will post these for you on your English Google Classroom.


