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Season’s greetings to all, and welcome to the year-
end edition of the Beda Boys Bulletin. This year the 
Association has continued to successfully develop 
and extend its activities across the St Bede’s 
community and I extend very special thanks and 
recognition to all those who contributed their time, 
expertise, and energy informally (and there are 
many), and more formally as Committee Members.
As 2019 comes to a close, the Committee can 
take pride in having delivered on a number of 
exciting new initiatives, in addition to maintaining 
our traditional activities. Of course, the best way to 
remain informed of our events is to download the 
St Bede’s Old Collegians App (click on the “School 
App” icon on the main page of the College website  
www.stbedes.catholic.edu.au/) and I encourage all to 
do so. 

In brief, throughout 2019 we have again continued 
to focus on supporting the recent College graduates 
with the popular “University Coffee Catch Up” events, 
this year at Monash (Caulfield Campus), Deakin 
(Burwood Campus), The University of Melbourne 
(Parkville), Monash (Clayton Campus), RMIT (City 
Campus) and Swinburne University (Hawthorn 
Campus). These events are always well attended, 
feedback is very positive, and significant recognition 
is deservedly given to our tireless SBOCA Executive 
Officer Jo Hynes who organised and hosted each 
Catch-up event. Next year we are planning to extend 
the program to Coffee Catch up events at other 
locations (including the College) to further extend 
the reach of this community building activity for 
young graduates who have perhaps taken a gap 
year, or moved directly into a trade or employment 
opportunity. 

In terms of developing our extended community, 
the 10 year (Class of 2009) reunion was in held in 
February 2019, and the attendance was outstanding. 
The Class of 2018 1 year Reunion was also held in 
early May with a BBQ, and it was encouraging to see 
so many recent graduates attend. The Principle John 
Finn and I were pleased to welcome these newest 
College graduates to the Association, and hope they 
stay actively involved as they develop their careers 
and lives outside of school. Celebration reunions for 
the Classes of 1969, 1979, 1989, and 1999 were also 
held throughout this year, and these activities remain a 
favourite of the Alumni and afford a terrific opportunity 
for Old Colls to celebrate together, and remain in touch 
with the College. Indeed, my 40th reunion (Class of 
1979) was held in November with a great turn-out of 
Alumni. It was unusual to attend, as President, one 
of these regular reunion events and know everyone 

personally, but I must say 
overall a great night. I want 
to personally recognise 
the ongoing support of 
Brother Quentin, whose 
presence at all the Alumni 
events maintains such a strong link with the history 
of the Brothers and their contribution to the education 
of so many. 

This year we also celebrate induction to the Hall of 
Fame of six outstanding St Bede’s Graduates who 
have excelled in their chosen field of endeavour 
throughout their lives. This years inductees are 
Eugene Galekvoic – Class of 1999 (Sporting); Dr 
Rolf Gomes B.E. MBBS, FRACP - Class of 1991 
(Science/Medicine and Community Services); Dr 
Peter Hughes MBBS (Hons), FRACP PhD - Class of 
1990 (Science/ Medicine and Community Service); 
Rear Admiral Tony Dalton - Class of 1979 (Community 
Service); Anthony Vuat (deceased) – Class 1966 
(Sporting / Community Service); and Father Tom 
Sheeran (deceased) - Class of 1952 (Community 
Service). 

The significant contributions of these outstanding 
individuals were recognised in a special College 
Presentation event in front of the senior students 
on the morning of Monday September 9th. The new 
presentation format was very successful, I thank 
the College for hosting the event, and I am sure I 
speak for all Alumni when I sincerely congratulate the 
Inductees.

Again, it was my great honour as President to 
participate in the Graduation Mass at the College for 
year 12 students in October and lead the traditional 
tie-swapping ceremony. I would again like to welcome 
the Class of 2019 as the newest life-members of the 
Association, and I wish them all the best as they 
begin their respective studies and careers after a 
well-earned Christmas Break.

In October this year the popular Annual Finian 
Foundation fund raising Charity Golf Day was held 
at Woodlands Golf Club. The program this year was 
rearranged, starting with lunch, then an afternoon of 
Ambrose Golf, and followed by an early evening BBQ 
and Awards presentation. We sincerely thank all the 
sponsors for their ongoing support of this event, 
and as usual all funds raised go directly towards 
the Finian Foundation to support current St Bede’s 
students and their families who are facing financial 
difficulties in their latter years at the College.

President’s Welcome

http://www.stbedes.catholic.edu.au/) 
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In terms of enhanced community communication, the 
Association has continued to develop the Beda Boy 
Graduate Database and launched the Old Collegians 
App to facilitate and enhance regular contact with as 
many Old Collegians as possible. 

We are also supporting network opportunities such 
as The St Bede’s Community Online Business 
Directory to facilitate connections between families 
of current and past students and members of the 
local community, and anticipate this will be a very 
useful contact tool in coming years.

Importantly we are also making a renewed 
commitment to further developing and strengthening 
the relationships between the SBOCA and the 
Parents and Friends, the St Bede’s Old Collegians 
Hockey Club, the St Bede’s Mentone Tigers, and 
the Kingston Hawks Cricket Club as we collectively 
strive to build the bonds that will serve to strengthen 
the entire St Bede’s College community.

The Association has a series of initiatives under 
development to involve and engage younger 
graduates with the SBOCA events in a proactive 
effort to strengthen the Association for future years. 
These include planning for an International Outreach 
Program for College graduates that is modelled on 
the successful Mission Outreach Program offered by 
St Bede’s to senior students. In addition, we have 
formally launched, and continue to develop the Beda 
Boys Brotherhood initiative that has been driven by 
the vision and energy of our immediate past President 
Steve Ager. The objective of the Brotherhood is to 
provide non-monetary support to Old Collegians 
(by Old Collegians) who by virtue of their personal 
circumstances require some form of assistance to 
effectively cope with their current situation.

The aforementioned activities merely represent a 
snapshot of the overall work and efforts of all the 
volunteers who tirelessly ‘give-back’ to the College 
and its community through the SBOCA, and I am 
very proud indeed to be in a position to report the 
Associations achievements and successes. 

In closing, I must sincerely thank the Principal, Mr 
John Finn for his enthusiastic and ongoing support 
of the Association, the College Board, the College 
Leadership Team and all the staff (present and 
former) for their confidence and support. I personally 
look forward to working closely with John and the 
entire College Leadership Team over the remaining 
months of my term as we all strive to serve the 
College community in the true Lasallian tradition.

I also sincerely thank our two Vice Presidents, 
Tony Quint and Darragh Tate for their diligent and 
tireless contributions to a number of new and existing 
initiatives this year. Special acknowledgment must go 
to our Executive Officer Jo Hynes for her commitment, 
drive, and professionalism, and of course all those 
who contributed their time, expertise, and energy 
throughout the year. 

Of special note are the invaluable contributions of 
Dominic Langdon (Treasurer) and David Cracknell, 
who both provide an essential link to the College 
as senior representatives of St Bede’s staff on the 
SBOCA Committee. Equally important were the 
tireless efforts and valuable contributions of Brad 
Rowswell, Tim Honey, Phil Reid, John Noonan, Jordy 
Shellebeck, Ray Purcell and our Young Collegian 
Representatives Cameron Clark, and Lucas Carlson.
 
I hope you enjoy reading about the activities of 
your SBOCA in this December Bulletin, and please 
feel free to attend any of the Committee Meeting’s 
(second Tuesday of every second month) to give 
your feedback, comments, and suggestions as to 
how your Association can be improved. I sincerely 
look forward to working with you all in 2020 as we 
jointly continue to build the Old Collegians community 
in service of the College in the Lasallian tradition. 
Wishing you all a happy family Christmas, and a safe 
and prosperous New Year.
 
 
Jason
Dr Jason Smythe
SBOCA President

President’s Welcome
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The Tercentenary

The Tercentenary theme 
of “One Heart, One 
Commitment, One Life” 
has been a focus for us, 
and indeed all, Lasallian 
schools and works 
throughout the world. 
We all have the great 
honour of being able to 
enrich our Catholic ethos 
through the Lasallian 

charism by using the story of St John Baptist de la 
Salle and the thousands of people from the past 
three centuries who have taken up the call.  

There have been multiple occasions where we have 
celebrated the year in liturgy, song, concerts and 
conferences both on and offsite. There were many 
highlights, including the Tercentenary Mass rotation 
day where students from all Melbourne Lasallian 
schools gathered in mixed year levels at multiple 
venues, hosted by a school according to their year 
level. St Bede’s also hosted over five hundred staff 
from all Lasallian schools across Melbourne for a 
retreat day. 

Our reflection on that day was around how we 
stay contextual, serving the needs of students of 
our time. St John Baptist de la Salle was a direct, 
intelligent and compassionate man who served the 
needs of young people in their own context. We are 
called to do no less today. Whilst traditions should 
be preserved, we also keep a watchful eye on the 
future to prepare our young men for the world they 
are to enter.

Class of 2019

Class of 2019 

The Class of 2019 have certainly exhibited a strong 
sense of Brotherhood, exemplifying our second 
Guiding Principle of being brothers to one another, 
and to us, through the way they care. All of this 
group come from homes where they are generally 
cared for by a parent or a guardian and they have 
been at a College which genuinely wants them to 
be successful in all aspects of what it means to be a 
man.
 
For many, the relationship they have with their 
friends is central to their own wellbeing and ensures 
a very important connection to the College. They 
also have such wonderfully different aspirations for 
life beyond St Bede’s. They have been young men 
of service. Importantly, they are a credit to their 
families.

Indigenous Immersions 2020

The College will be offering two experiences for 
Year 10 2020 students next year. The first of these 
will be a fourteen day immersion in Balgo, Broome 
and Beagle Bay. The College has substantial 
contacts in all three places and we are currently 
piecing together a worthy itinerary that will allow 
our students to gain a greater understanding of our 
First People’s. The second immersion will be more 
local. This will take place over a three day period in 
Balnarring, Victoria where an indigenous elder will 
conduct a series of talks and activities.

Ordination

It is unusual for a College to celebrate the 
Ordination of an Old Collegian. I was delighted to 
attend the first Mass of Fr Michael Buck, which was 
said at his home parish of St Patrick’s, Mentone.  
Fr Michael returned to the College the following 
week to address our Year 11 students.

Old Collegians Hall of Fame 

The new format saw the recipients recognised in 
front of the entire Year 12 cohort. This was done 
through live attendance, video link and direct family 
representation for the posthumous awards. Our 
students were suitably impressed by the calibre of 
Old Collegian, especially in relation to the generous 
way they have used their talents for the benefits of 
society.

A Word from the Principal
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College Performances

Our Theatre Studies students worked well together 
to produce and perform, “The Club”. It was an 
entertaining and still relevant piece that was 
maturely acted. This was complemented by an 
outstanding production of “Twelve Angry Men” which 
was a difficult piece that was skilfully handled by our 
senior students.

Generations in Jazz

Our music students and staff travelled to Mt Gambier 
to play at this festival, the largest of its kind in 
Australia. Congratulations to all our young musicians 
and vocalists as they acquitted themselves extremely 
well. We have great strength in our instrumental and 
vocal programs.

A special mention goes to staff member, Walter 
Saluni, for winning the Generations in Jazz Vocal 
Director’s Award.

Public Speaking and Debating

The College has a number of debating teams who 
completed in finals. We have had considerable 
success in this area this year. Our public speakers 
also competed in the Legacy Australia rounds. 
Eighteen public speakers also went to Canberra for 
four days to participate in a parliamentary speech 
session and various other activities based around 
the High Court, War Memorial and Parliament 
building.

Time and Space

This Year 7 program for students and their mothers, 
or female mentors, centres on parental relationships 
with their children and was a wonderful success.  
We had a Sports Centre full of families who all came 
to further strengthen their bonds and to listen to 
the voice of other families and older students in the 
whole area of successful transition to secondary 
school.  The feedback was overwhelmingly positive. 
We are about to launch the Year 8 version of this 
program for 2020.

La Salle Technical College – Hohola

One of the ways our College can be of service is 
to support particular communities in our region.  
All of the Lasallian schools support one or more 
communities; we call this twinning.

Our “twin” school is La Salle Technical College 
Hohola, Port Moresby in Papua New Guinea.  We 
are pleased to be able to use funds raised in our 
Mission Action Day walkathon to support this school 
which caters for those who have little and seek an 
equal education to their Australian counterparts.  In 
addition to such support for Hohola, we also support 
Thailand and India Outreach Programs.

Sport

We have had a remarkably successful year. Our 
senior football team were State Champions, taking 
out the Herald Shield competition for the first time. 
Our senior cricketers are about to compete for the 
State Championship in mid-December. We also 
become Cross Country Champions of the ACC and 
placed well in Athletics and Swimming. There were 
numerous other successes throughout the year 
levels.

College Programs 

We conduct many programs which run outside the 
standard classroom.  An example of this is in Year 
10, where our students experienced a varied and 
interesting program over their four week specialist 
block.  During this time our young men travelled 
to the Grampians for a week, undertook work 
experience in another week, and then as well as 
both those activities, participated in a full retreat and 
undertook driver education.  All of this is happening 
as they prepared for senior studies and choose their 
pathways for Years 11 and 12.

Per Vias Rectas

John Finn
Principal

A Word from the Principal
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Reunions are held every year to celebrate times past. Celebrations are held for the 1 Year, 10 Year, 20 
Year, 30 Year, 40 Year and 50+ Year Class Anniversaries. All Old Collegians are welcomed at the reunions. 

These events are traditionally held on a Friday evening through the year and hosted by the SBOCA and the
College Principal. The event begins with a warm welcome, drinks and canapés. Wood fired pizzas are 
served before a College tour commences. From here attendees drift off to the RSL over the road for further 
merriment! 

The 50 plus reunion is held at lunchtime at a venue off site however a tour of the College is offered prior to 
the luncheon.

Please see Page 13 for all reunion dates for 2020 - we hope to welcome you then.

Reunions

Class of 1989 30 Year Reunion

When alumni are away from their alma mater for 30 years or more, there is a sense of increased 
sentimentality. So it was with the Class of 1989. It was obvious that the bonds made in the classroom, 
boarding house, sporting fields and travel have remained strong. Indeed, many of the group have cemented 
close friendships. 

The tour of the College rekindled memories and also provided the springboard for all sorts of “tall tales”, 
along with an admiration for how facilities had changed since their school days. The group was encouraged 
to remain in contact with the College and consider a mentoring role with our current students. The Boarders 
particularly enjoyed seeing where they once called home!
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Reunions

Class of 1979 40 Year Reunion

It was wonderful to welcome back the Class of 1979 for the 40 Year Reunion on a Friday evening in 
November. Thank you to all who attended with many returning to the College for the first time in 40 years. 
Old friendships were warmly rekindled and many stories shared.

Those in attendance included: Bill Sowry, John Noonan, Larry McEvoy, Mark Barhoorn, Mick Atherton John 
Pain, John Quinn, Sandy Capannolo, Matt Green, Paul Toscano, Rob Sutton, Steve Ager, Anthony Rossi, 
Brendan McConnell, Warren Lucas, Andrew Fidler, Danny Maher, Alex Bartsch, Jason Smythe, Salvy 
Russo, David Howard and Glen Flavelle

The Intermediate Class of 1953 Annual Reunion

The Intermediate Class of 1953 (plus a few extra St Bede’s Old Collegians), enjoyed their Annual 
Christmas lunch at the RACV Club early in December. Thanks to Ron Farrell for continuing this tradition 
and remaining in contact.

In attendance was from L to R
Michael Howell, Peter Anderson, Ron Walker,Brian Milnes, Colin Faulkner,Pat Lee,Kevin Egan,Barry 
Martin, Tom Millet, Ron Farrell,Terry Martin,Rupert Hood,Cliff Shanks.
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Recent Events

Annual Finian Foundation 
Fundraiser - Golf Day 

After a thunderstorm and threatening skies, 
the weather cleared to a perfect golfing day for 
our annual event raising funds for the Finian 
Foundation. Woodlands welcomed over 60 Old 
Collegians who battled it out with eventual winners 
Chris Leeds, Glenn Franklin, Andrew Ryan and 
Simon Timbs taking the honours.

This annual event provides valuable funds for the 
Finian Foundation - supporting current St Bede’s 
College students whose families are facing financial 
difficulties. We are incredibly grateful to our very 
generous sponsors including: Bendigo Bank, 
McMullan Solicitors, Foxtel (Rob Quint), Godfrey 
Pembroke, Master Flooring Solutions and Abacus 
Visual Solutions whose assistance ensures a 
financially successful day.

Our golfers enjoyed a delicious light lunch, fabulous 
golfing conditions with refreshments on course, bar 
snacks and a sumptuous BBQ dinner in the Club 
House at the end of the day. A wonderful way to 
socialise and support a great cause.

We hope to welcome many new faces and of course 
all our returning golfers next year where once again 
the event will be held at the beautiful Woodlands 
Golf Course on Friday 23 October.

If you would like to view the full album from the day 
please click HERE

The Comas Family

As young Ryan started at the College this year, 
the Comas family’s long association with St Bede’s 
continues. His grandfather Chris (an Old Collegians 
Roll of Honour recipient) taught at the College 
for many years until his retirement in 2002 and is 
remembered fondly for his thoroughly organised and 
permanently cheerful manner. 

Chris’s son Mark Comas attended St Bede’s, 
graduating in 1989 and returned to teach here after 
completing his teaching degree. Mark’s son Ryan 
has started at the College in Year 7 this year and is 
looking forward to his family’s continued association 
with the school. 

The photograph below was taken at our Annual 
Grandparents Day where we welcome Year 7’s and 
their Grandparents to the College with morning tea 
and a viewing of the Art and Technology show.

https://www.stbedes.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Album-of-the-Day.pdf
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Recent Events

SBOCA Hall of Fame

The Hall of Fame recognises the outstanding 
achievements of former students of St Bede’s 
College.

This year we introduced an updated format, 
presenting our Inductees to our Year 12 cohort 
during school hours on Monday 9 September. The 
event was very well received by both students and 
Inductees. Students had the opportunity to listen to 
our Inductees life stories after leaving the College 
and Inductees were able to engage with current 
students and provide some invaluable insight and 
advice. 

Inductee Tony Dalton (formally a Rear Admiral 
in the Royal Australian Navy) presented current 
student Lachlan Kerr with the 2019 Long Tan Youth 
Leadership and Teamwork Award. 

The Inductees for 2019 St Bede’s College  
Old Collegians Hall of Fame are:

Dr Rolf Gomes (1991)
Science/Medicine and Community Service

Rolf is a cardiologist and Founder of Heart of 
Australia whose vision it is to revolutionise the 
delivery of first-class specialty services to rural and 
remote communities.

Anthony Vuat (1966)
Sporting and Community Service

A sporting champion while attending the College, 
Tony was School Boy and Vic Amateur Champion 
in 1965. Tony’s outstanding career in television 
focused on producing and directing many of 
Australia’s best loved shows of that time including 
Countdown, The Winners, The Footy Show, The 
Bert Newton Show, Steve Vizard Tonight and the 
1982 Commonwealth Games coverage.

https://www.heartofaustralia.com/.
https://www.heartofaustralia.com/.
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Dr Peter Hughes (1990)
Science/Medicine and Community Service

A consultant Nephrologists at the Royal Melbourne 
Hospital, Peter has been Physician in charge of 
renal transplants since 2012.

Anthony Dalton (1979)
Community Service

Tony joined the Navy in 1980 as a direct entry 
aviator, completing his pilot training in 1981. During 
the next 17 years he amassed over 5500 flying 
hours making him one of the most experienced 
naval aviators. Tony graduated from the US Naval 
War College and in 2012 was promoted to Rear 
Admiral. He has served his country for nearly 40 
years.

Father Tom Sheeran (1952)
Community Service

Father Tom worked as a priest for 50 years. He 
initially worked in outback Australia, establishing 
boxing and gym facilities within his pastoral 
communities, attracting many indigenous youth 
giving involvement and commitment to these 
communities. He was a boxing referee at the 
Commonwealth Games in 1982 and became Dean 
of St Patrick’s Cathedral in Toowoomba.

Eugene Galekovic (1999)
Sporting 

An outstanding soccer player, known for his goal 
keeping abilities, Eugene made his professional 
at 19 years of age before going on to 288 
A-League appearance, two FIFA World Cups, two 
premierships, two championships and winning the 
2015 AFC Asian Cup. 

Recent Events

The 2019 Old Collegians Hall of Fame Inductees (cont..)
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Recent Events

PNG Sports Clothing Drive - 
Campbell Addison (Class of 
1992)

Campbell is General Manager of Savcor ART, a 
remedial engineering company working in Papua 
New Guinea. Working closely with the local 
community on various charitable initiatives over the 
years he was recently able to reconnect with St. 
Bede’s Mentone Tigers Football Club through an 
uncle, and together raised a significant collection of 
old football jumpers (300+), boots, shorts, and balls. 
All of which were packaged and sent over to PNG 
and have since been distributed to the local De La 
Salle Secondary College in Port Moresby as well as 
other AFL sporting clubs in PNG.     

Whilst visiting De La Salle Secondary College in 
Port Moresby to present the jumpers, Campbell had 
the pleasure of meeting Br. Garry Coyte who was 
also visiting at the time, in addition to Br. Alphonso 
Zoanetti who taught Campbell in Year 10 (1990), 
and whom Campbell had not seen for approximately 
27 years since graduating in 1992. A very humbling 
experience he says!  

St Bede’s Immersion 
Programme in the Bamboo 
School

In the border between Thailand and Myanmar, is 
the Bamboo School. It has been nearly twelve years 
since the mission of the Brothers in the Bamboo 
School began. The school is opened to educate 
the stateless and marginalised children. The school 
would not be complete without the support of 
volunteers and every year a group of volunteers is 
sent from St Bede’s College in June and September. 
The volunteers help out with construction work 
– this year their project was to build the school 
workshop, the school parking lot and implement a 
Life Skills program for the students.
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Upcoming Dates 2020
Event Date Venue Bookings

Major Events

Uni Coffee Catch up Monday 23 March - 
Wednesday 1 April Various Uni’s See website for details

Careers Night Tuesday 17 March St Bede’s College Register interest to present

Roll of Honour Thursday 7 May St Bede’s College

Finina Foundation 
FUndraiser

Friday 23 October Woodlands Golf Club

Reunions
Class of 2010 
10 Years

Friday 21 February St Bede’s College

Class of 2019
1 Year

Friday 1 May
4.00pm-6.00pm

St Bede’s College

Class of 1970 & 
Before

Friday 19 June
From 11am

St Bede’s College and 
Lunch Venue TBC

Class of 2000
20 Years

Friday 24 July
6.30pm-8.30pm

St Bede’s College

Class of 1990
30 Years

Friday 28 August
6.30pm-8.30pm

St Bede’s College

Class of 1980 Friday 13 November
6.30pm-8.30pm

St Bede’s College

Committee Meetings
Meeting 1 Tuesday 11 February

7.30pm-9.00pm
Parmenie Room Committee members. New 

members ALWAYS WELCOME

Meeting 2 Tuesday 21 April
7.30pm-9.00pm

Parmenie Room Committee members. New 
members ALWAYS WELCOME

Meeting 3 Tuesday 16 June 
7.30pm-9.00pm

Parmenie Room Committee members. New 
members ALWAYS WELCOME

Meeting 4 (AGM) Tuesday 11 August
7.00pm-9.00pm

Parmenie Room Committee members. New 
members ALWAYS WELCOME

Meeting 5 Tuesday 6 October Parmenie Room Committee members. New 
members ALWAYS WELCOME

https://www.stbedes.catholic.edu.au/old-collegians-association/oldcollscalendar/
https://forms.gle/iB9axzzc7oW9qGkC7
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Dr Jonathon W.A. Messer PhD 
(Class of 1990) 

Dr Jonathon Messer recently received his PHD in 
Performance (Film and Theatre) from the Western 
Australian Academy of Performing Art, (WAAPA).

He undertook his Masters in Filmmaking at the 
American Film Institute in Los Angles and did his 
Post Graduate in Directing at NIDA in Sydney.

Jonathon recently told his former home room 
teacher (David Cracknell) that he was inspired to 
be a storyteller by the former head of Art, Ms Trish 
McCormack. “She truly inspired me to grab the 
Arts and find my place.” He was also inspired by 
Mr Vivian Haupt, who in Year 7 “drilled into us Art is 
human emotion; expressed in terms of a medium”. 
“No truer words were ever spoken”, says Jonathon.

Jonathon was in HMS Pinafore in 1987, whilst at 
St Bede’s and this was his first theatre production 
playing Ralph Rackstraw.

Drew Libbis (Class of 1969) 

Old Collegian Drew Libbis recently appeared on 
the popular (and challenging) television show, The 
Chase hosted by Andrew O’Keefe. 

Drew did very well against the other contestants and 
managed to make his way into the Finals against 
The Chaser. He was gallant in correctly answering 
most of the questions however The Chaser was 
ultimately victorious. 

John Noonan (Class of 1979) 

Old Collegian John Noonan was recently awarded 
an Honorary Life membership recognising his 
outstanding service to the Kingston Hawthorn 
Cricket Club and it’s legacy clubs.

 

In the News
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In the News

Paul Steinfort (Class of 1966)

Old Collegian Paul Steinfort was recently recognised 
for his achievements and services at the Queens 
Honours Birthday List. Paul was made a Minister of 
the Order of Australia (AM) for significant service to 
the construction sector and the community.

“It’s taken me a while to absorb that I’m getting one” 
he said. “I never aimed for anything like that. I am 
quite humbled and taken aback by it but it’s also 
very encouraging and obviously an honour.”

Paul has served as CEO of PSA Project 
Management for over 30 years with projects ranging 
from the rebuilding of Darwin after Cyclone Tracey 
to the MCG redevelopment, the redevelopment 
of Melbourne Park, the Westgate Tunnel project, 
Crown Casino, Arts Centre Melbourne and much of 
the Melbourne CBD skyline including Australia Post 
headquarters; Shell Australia, Telstra Australia and 
ANZ Headquarters; 101 Collins and Westpac house.

Fr Michael Buck (Class of 2011)

On Saturday 7 September, Rev. Fr. Michael Buck, 
(Class of 2011) was ordained to the holy priesthood 
at St Patricks Cathedral, East Melbourne by the 
Archbishop of Melbourne, Peter Comensoli.

The newly ordained priest Fr. Michael Buck then 
celebrated his first Mass at St Patrick’s Mentone on 
September 8.

We congratulate Michael on this very significant 
achievement.
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Daniel Bull (Class of 1998)

Daniel Bull will soon set off on his latest expedition 
to swim across a freezing cold lake so high it 
doesn’t have a name as yet.

He is currently preparing for this upcoming feat 
by chilling in the meat freezer of his local Brighton 
Butcher!

If successful in his quest, Daniel will be the first 
person to dive at an altitude of 20,000ft - adding 
another Guinness World Record title to his list.

He is aiming to cross the body of water atop Ojos de 
Salado (the highest active volcano in the world) on 
the Argentina-Chile border. 

Julian Libbis and Kerry 
O’Callaghan

Old Collegians and team mates Julian and Kerry 
are both playing members of the Broadbeach Cats 
Football Club, competing in the Queensland AFL. 
Even though a couple of years apart at school, the 
men play together in the Over 45’s League - The 
Broadbeach AFL Masters still enjoying the rigours of 
AFL and their St Bede’s football days memories.

St Bede’s Art Class 1993

In 1953, a keen band of local artists gathered 
together to share a common interest in art. The first 
official meeting of this small group established what 
was to become a society of Artists known now as 
the Mentone Mordialloc Art Group. 

In 1975 the Mayor of Mordialloc (and Old Collegian) 
Michael Buxton, officially opened the studio this 
group would call home; once the Robbin Hay and 
Feed Store it became known as the Hay and Grain 
Studio. 

In 1993, students from St Bede’s College painted 
a mural on an exterior wall of the Studio. The 
mural incorporates symbols relating to indigenous 
Australians, the Bunurong People of the Kulin 
Nation as well as other symbols signifying the 
buildings current use.

If you were one of the students who painted this 
mural we would love to hear from you!

In the News
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In the News

Mark Dunn (Class of 1974)

Who said good things never last?  When he bought 
a new school bag in about 1970, Old Collegian Mark 
Dunn would not have known that nearly 50 years 
later that bag would still be providing good service, 
albeit with 2 new handles replaced about 15 years 
ago.  

What used to carry books, lunches, pens & sports 
gear is now utilised solely for the latter.  In recent 
years that’s been accompanying Mark on his return 
to cricket with the Mornington Over 60’s Cricket 
team in the Victorian Veterans Cricket Association.

Mark was actually School 1st XI Captain in 1973 
and has had a very long association with the game 
in the southern and peninsula suburbs.  It was also 
used during his brief dalliance into baseball about 
20 years ago.  It’s amazing how much stuff can be 
crammed into & onto that bag but his pads need to 
be carried separately.  And it often needs a bit of 
airing post match!  

The bag always sparks interest from his team mates 
& opposition players, who typically use the modern 
gear bags, asking “What on earth is that?”  But Mark 
carries it with pride and expects the bag is looking 
well set to outlast him.  A canny purchase all those 
years ago.
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St Bede’s Community Online 
Business Directory

Growing a business is all about selling more to 
existing clients and/or finding new clients, so please 
seriously consider joining the St Bede’s Community 
Online Business Directory (SBCOBD). 

This is an opportunity to grow using a significant 
network you are already linked with while also 
assisting The Finian Foundation to support 
economically disadvantaged families educate their 
sons at the College.

The Directory will feature your company logo, 
your business category, a brief description of your 
business activities and your contact details.
Each listing is in colour and hyperlinked directly to 
your website. So easy for people to contact you.

Revenue raised through the SBCOBD will go 
to the Finian Foundation to assist economically 
disadvantaged families educate their sons at the 
College.

You will significantly increase your business’s 
commercial potential through this ‘common bond’ 
network. Your business will grow:
 - Directly through the SBCOBD 
 - Through the networks of all SBCOBD members
 - Through existing SBCOBD clients

Sign up THIS MONTH for complimentary listing until 
March 31st, 2020, from which time it will cost just 
$99 per calendar year. Please also pass along this 
offer to others within our Community.

VIEW DIRECTORY HERE and REGISTER HERE… 

It’s very simple

BedaBoys Brotherhood

As a Beda Boy, we know you will be delighted to 
hear about our latest initiative to assist - in a non-
finacial way - former Collegians who might have 
fallen upon challenging times, particularly due to 
health issues and accidents.

The BedaBoys Brotherhood was the idea of our 
previous resident Steve Ager. We have produced a 
video introducing the concept and asking for your 
assistance.

Please view the video HERE.

If you would like to be a part of this wonderful 
initiative, please REGISTER HERE

New Initiatives

https://www.stbedes.catholic.edu.au/old-collegians-association/st-bedes-community-business-directory/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJU3dANQ43iP_qSPzBrCA5lFU4lqi7iIhSK_4mVuYlzGFHPw/viewform
https://player.vimeo.com/video/374319890
https://forms.gle/8qTWNYdA32EMqjHF9
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Alex Cross (Class of 2011) 

B.Sc, Doctor of Physiotherapy 

In 2018 Alex graduated with Distinction as a Doctor 
of Physiotherapy from the University of Melbourne. 
Prior to this, he completed a Bachelor of Science, 
also at the University of Melbourne. During his 
studies, Alex completed an internship in New York 
at the well-respected Symbio PT in the heart of 
Manhattan where he was exposed to a number 
of emerging, best-practice treatment methods 
including RedCord Neurac, helping to further his 
knowledge in both neurological and musculoskeletal 
physiotherapy.

Alex aims to combine both hands-on treatment 
and exercise rehabilitation to help his patients 
reach their desired goal. Additionally, he is 
particularly interested in pain science. Outside of 
physiotherapy, Alex is an avid sports fan, playing for 
Old Mentonian’s Football Club locally and enjoys 
outdoor activities and travelling.

David Davutovic 
(Class of 1999)

David is an accomplished sports reporter, 
specialising in the World game, with 17 years’ 
experience working for Australia’s top organisations. 
The chief football writer for News Corp Australia and 
the Herald Sun, he has covered six World Cups, 
two FIFA U20 World Cups, two Asian Cups and 
a European Cup, plus three Premier League and 
UEFA Champions League Seasons. 

He has also reported on the NSL, A-League and 
Asian Champions League. 

Where are they now?
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Dr John Webster 
(Class of 2000)

Ryan is a Software Engineer at Google. He is an 
experience Data Scientist with skills in analytics, 
statistical modelling, programming, and data 
visualisation. Ryan has a solid foundation in 
Mathematics and Statistics having graduated from 
RMIT with Honours in Mathematics and a Doctor 
of Philosophy, Modeling, Virtual Environments and 
Simulation

Jamie Neville Young
(Class of 2008)

Jamie designs, produces and restores decorative 
pieces spanning 200 years in design. He is 
passionate about the preservation, conservation and 
restoration of fine antiques and vintage interiors.

Brian Kelly (Class of 1945)

We recently received a note from Brian Kelly, 
usually known as Brian or Kelly who started class 
with Brother Mallachy, in Grade 3 in 1940. Brian 
left in November 1945 in Second Year to travel to 
England on RMS Aquitania, stopping in Cape Town 
on Christmas Day 1945. His best mate was Peter 
Doody who had a younger brother Paul. 

Brian fondly remembers Bro Julian who was 
Headmaster during his time, Brother Benedict, 
Brother Finian, Brother Thaddeus and Syd the cook. 
Brian is now 88 and in good health.
.

Where are they now?
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In Memoriam

Peter O’Brien (Class of 1963)

The St Bede’s Community mourned the passing of 
Peter O’Brien in late June this year after a short
battle with cancer. 

Peter was a great supporter of the College and its 
community notably the Old Collegians and the St 
Bede’s Mentone Tigers Football Club. 

He was surrounded by family and died peacefully 
holding his wife Kate’s hand. He felt 
fortunate that so many wonderful people reach out 
to him in his final weeks.

May he Rest in Peace.

Brendan Kelly (Class of 1975) 

Brendan Kenny entered Eternal Life on 12 July 2019 
with his loving wife by his side. Loved father of 
Niamh, Liam and Ailish

May he Rest in Peace.

Jeremy McTigue (Class of 1988)

Jeremy entered Eternal Life suddenly on 13       
September 2019. He was the wonderful husband of 
Joanna and darling son of Peter and Catherine.

May he Rest in Peace

Paul Gubbels (Class of 1958) 

Paul entered Eternal Life on 25 November 2019. 
A Requiem Mass was celebrated at St Mary’s     
Dandenong. Paul is survived by his wife Fay and 
family.

May he Rest in Peace
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Angelo Mouzouris 
(Class of 2019)

Angelo has been competing in Motorsport 
throughout most of his secondary schooling with St 
Bede’s College and in 2018, stepped up to compete 
at a National level in open wheel racing. In October 
this year in his second year, Angelo was successful 
in winning the 2019 Formula Ford Australian 
championship against 30 competitors throughout the 
year. 

The championship was run over 7 rounds across 
Australia that included 21 races and concluded on 
the weekend at Philip Island motorsport circuit.

In Angelo’s words “It’s a pretty good feeling, I don’t 
think it’s fully sunk in yet, but I’m quite happy. It’s 
been a great year overall and I’m keen to move 
forward.”

Miles Bergman (Class of 2019)

Miles was pick 14 in the recent AFL draft with Port 
Adelaide looking to add to its midfield depth.
Draft experts have described Mile’s athleticism, 
power, high marking and long kicking as his major 
strengths. They believe he has enormous upside, 
with all of the midfields best traits desirable for clubs 
across the board.

Miles comes from the Sandringham Dragons and 
played for St Bede’s in the Herald Sun Shield Grand 
Final where he took a sensational pack mark to help 
seal our victory.

Sporting News
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1st XVIII Team Premiers

A huge congratulations to the Year 10, 11 and 12 
boys who represented St Bede’s College in the 
Grand Final of the Herald Sun Shield in August
 
Our 1st XVIII team won the Senior ACC Premiership 
in Term 3 and in doing so, earned the right to 
represent the ACC in the competition which involves 
the top schools from the different School Sports 
Associations.
 
In a hard fought, low scoring game at Trevor Barker 
oval in Sandringham, St Bede’s came out winners 
by 2 goals - a fantastic effort!
 
Final scores: St Bede’s 5.10.40 def St Patrick’s 
Ballarat 3.10.28
 
Congratulations to Miles Bergman on winning the 
Neale Daniher medal for the best player on the 
ground. Lachlan Lamble, Nicholas Grech, Ryan 
Byrnes, Blake O’Leary and Austin Johnson also 
played very well.
 
This group of Year 12’s have won the ACC Football 
Premiership in Year 7, Year 8, Year 9 and now at 
Senior level which is an outstanding effort.
 
The Coaching team consisted of Old Collegians 
Owen Lalor (Class of 1988) and Guy Martyn (2004) 
and Alex Windhanger (2018) and Sam Radford. 
The first ever win by St Bede’s in this prestigious 
competition which has been held every year since 
1977.

Sporting News

Sporting Club Contact details

For all the latest news on the St Bede’s Old Collegians Hockey Club please visit their website: 
St Bede’s Old Collegians Hockey Club
 

For all the latest news on the St Bede’s Mentone Tigers, please visit their website:
www.stbedesmentonetigers.com.au
 
  
For all the latest news on the Kingston Hawks Cricket Club, please visit their website: 
http://kingstonhawthorn.vic.cricket.com.au

https://web.stbedes.catholic.edu.au/Other/stbedeshc/
http://www.stbedesmentonetigers.com.au
http://kingstonhawthorn.vic.cricket.com.au/
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The Finian Foundation 

The Finian Foundation has been established by 
the SBOCA to help foster the Lasallian tradition of 
recognising that quality education should be available 
to all. 

In recognition of a person who has dedicated his life 
to this tradition, with over 50 years of those spent at 
St Bede’s College, it was deemed most appropriate to 
name the foundation the Finian Foundation after  
Br Finian Allman. 

The Finian Foundation Ltd has been established as a charitable foundation and is able to receive  
tax-deductible donations and bequests to create an income stream that will be used to provide assistance 
to financially disadvantaged families to support their children’s education at St Bede’s College. 
All donations are fully tax deductible. 

The generosity of donors allows for the alleviation of financial difficulties of a few families who experience 
difficulty in meeting the expenses arising from payment for school fees, books, and uniforms for their sons 
attending St Bede’s College. Parents of such students who have been helped in this way have expressed 
thanks to the St Bede’s Old Collegians Association for their kindness and generosity. 

No matter how large or small, your gift will make a difference to current and future Beda Boys.

If you wish to make a donation to this worthy cause, please complete the form on the following page and 
mail to address below: 

The Finian Foundation 
C/o St Bede’s Old Collegians Association, 
2 Mentone Parade, Mentone, 3194 
 
For further details, please contact Old Collegians Officer Jo Hynes
Phone: 9582 5722
Email: oldcolls@stbedes.catholic.edu.au  

All donations to the Finian Foundation are fully tax deductible.

A memory from John Keyte attended St Bede’s College 1938– 1941

“I was saddened by the death of Br Finian. A De La Salle Brother I greatly 
respected. His ability to meet and make welcome all old boys and to remember 
names was truly amazing. My time at De La Salle Malvern in 1937 and then 
as one of the new boarders at Mentone in 1938 with my brother Frank was a  
challenging experience for a twelve year old from Bairnsdale. A new school with 
none of the modern comforts enjoyed by our modern day students, but the beach 
was just over the road and that was a bonus.
 
Now aged 90, I almost feel like the last man standing...My education and 
experience at St Bede’s College has enabled me to have a good life and a 
satisfying career and I know that the  spirituality and temporal values will continue 
to be passed on to future generations, keeping our nation Christian.”

mailto:oldcolls%40stbedes.catholic.edu.au?subject=
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No matter how large or small, your gift will make a difference to current and future Beda Boys.

If you wish to make a donation to this worthy cause, please complete the following and mail to address 
below: 

The Finian 
FOUNDATION 

Name of gift giver(s):

Address:

Email:

Phone no

Please circle amount: $100 $250 $500 $1000

Other amount: $

Payment Method Visa Mastercard Cheque*

Card number:

Expiry date: __ __ /__ __

Cardholder’s Name: 

Signature: 

Direct Debit - Westpac
Either:
EFT: BSB 262 786  Account: 120 153 903
BPay Biller Code: 220 186

 
*Cheque payable to “The Finian Foundation”

The Finian Foundation 
C/o St Bede’s Old Collegians Association, 
2 Mentone Parade, Mentone, 3194  
For further details, please contact Old Collegians 
Officer: Jo Hynes
Phone: 9582 5722
Email: oldcolls@stbedes.catholic.edu.au  

mailto:oldcolls%40stbedes.catholic.edu.au?subject=
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This is your Association so your feedback is always very welcome. We would love to hear from you, wheth-
er it’s a story, a memory or just a reconnecting, please get in contact.
 
St Bede’s Old Collegians Association
 
St Bede’s College
2 Mentone Parade
MENTONE VIC 3194
 
Phone:  9582 5999
E-mail:  oldcolls@stbedes.catholic.edu.au
Website:  www.stbedes.catholic.edu.au/old-collegians-association
Facebook:   www.facebook.com/stbedesoldcolls 
LinkedIn:  St Bede’s Old Collegians (SBOCA)

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a safe, 

Happy New Year.

Connect with Us

mailto:oldcolls%40stbedes.catholic.edu.au?subject=
https://www.stbedes.catholic.edu.au/old-collegians-association/old-collegians-association/
http://www.facebook.com/stbedesoldcolls 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stbedesoldcolls/
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2008  

Inaugural Year of Awards

Br Raphael Bassett   1945 
Justice Kevin Bell   1971
Justice Anthony Cavanough  1972
Peter Fitzgerald   1972
Graham (Smacka) Fitzgibbon 1945
Dr Tim Flannery   1973
Dr Paul Fraser   1964
Shaun Graf    1975
Vince Grella    1995
Toby Haenen    1991
Gerard Healy    1978
Brad Hodge    1992
Robert Hoystead   1941
Brad Hughes    1984
Anthony Marchant   1954
Professor Ron McCallum OAM 1966 
Justice Shane Marshall  1973
Trevor Mast    1966
Dr David Mutimer   1974
Bishop Christopher Saunders  1968
Dr Paul Steinfort OAM  1966
Dr Paul Strangio   1980
Justice Peter Young   1966

2012

Dr Michael Buxton   1962 
Dr Paul Callery   1968
Mark Fennessy   1979 
Carl Fennessy   1985
Leo Gamble    1952
Greg Healy    1983
Dr Michael Loughnan   1977
Br Michael Lynch SDB  1957
Father Robert McCulloch  1963
Dr Peter McTigue OAM  1951
Eddie Perfect    1995
Monsignor Brian Walsh  1947

2014

Ralph Bernardi   1944
Jet Band Members – 
Nic Cester    1997
Chris Cester &   1999 
Cameron Muncey   1995
Br Bede Mackrell   1944
Honourable Marcus  
Stephen MP    1987
Dr Stanely Reid AM   1944
Peter Russo    1976

2016

Bill Armstrong OAM   1950
Stephen McBurney   1985
Kieran Ault-Connell   1999
Michael Hurst    1975
Neil Young QC   1969
Michael McCarthy   1974
Nathan Holman -    2009 
Inaugural youth winner

2019

Anthony Dalton  1979
Eugene Galekovic  1999
Dr Rolf Gomes   1991
Dr Peter Hughes  1990
Father Tom Sheeran  1952
Anthony Vuat   1966

Old Collegians Hall of Fame




